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embittered old maid. Nor is there much less of- this dull
moraliuition in Man&wmg> the " heroine " x of which is an
u intriguess," a " poiicizer," a " manoeuvres" * She cannot be
sincere and open even when nothing is to be gained by underhand
dealings. She has a son and a daughter, and her neighbours the
Walsinghams have a daughter and a son; the two couples are
more or less consciously in love. If they married, they would
inherit the fortune of the rich West Indian, Mr Palmer. But
the manoeuvrer tries to make her daughter marry a repulsive old
baronet, who expects to come into a vast estate and a peerage;
and she tries to persuade her son that he is in love with the light-
headed sister of this sprig of nobility. The author calls attention
to every move in her heroine's little game at the moment she
plays it. Not unexpectedly, the lady outwits herself; and the
result is that the young people marry as their hearts dictate, and
the intriguess, seeing no other way to secure the great estate
and the earldom, weds the unpleasant baronet herself, only to find
that he will inherit neither.
"Piwatt" fivian, praised by Scott, is the life of a weak young man,
and whose snobbish, ambitious, and vulgar-minded mother must be
responsible for his initial mistakes. She frowns on his love
for the admirable Selina Sidney, and urges him to marry one of
the daughters of Lord Glistonbury. He kicks at this proposal,
the only marriageable one at present being unattractive and older
than himself. Vivian enters public life, and in the Commons,
guided by his old tutor Russell, wins a reputation for integrity
and independence. But he comes under the influence of the
profligate and intriguing Wharton, and worse, falls in love with
Mrs Wharton, who runs off with him. He is exonerated, partly
at least, when the complicity of the two Whartons comes out;
but the scandal has lost him Selina, who becomes the wife of
Russell. Then, after being disappointed in a sincere passion for
Lady Julia, Vivian has to fall back upon her overripe sister, the
Lady Sarah whom he had once fought shy of. Even this is not
the worst. Sarah, under her plain exterior, has a heart of gold,
which Vivian does not discover until he has wronged her; and in
a duel with the villainous Wharton he ends his sorry existence.
1 These ire Mist Edgeworth's own terms.